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MANAGING EDITOR
OCT. 28-- Only a semester away from
walking across the stage on graduation
day from Lake Forest College, reservist
Anita Birse received notification that
she must serve in Iraq a second time.  
In 2003, on her 21st birthday—sec-
ond semester junior year— she was
mobilized for five months.
“[The first time was a] hell of a birth-
day gift,” Birse said.  “I am also not sur-
prised that I was deployed a second
time, and will not be surprised if there is
a third.  Hopefully, I’ll be able to finish
school the next time around.”
From the “Shock and Awe” campaign
to “Operation Enduring Freedom,” the
global “War on Terror” has taken many
fronts.  As acts of rebellion and terror-
ism have continued to take place in
Iraq, questions have been raised as to
whether the war in Iraq is succeeding.
“I think my commander in chief let
emotion cloud sensible and sound mili-
tary strategy,” Birse said. “Not to say
the Global War on Terrorism wasn’t a
good idea, but the War on Drugs was a
good idea.  Both, however were imple-
mented wrong.”
With over 1,100 soldiers dead in Iraq
and around 6,000 casualties, Birse is
very thankful to have not known any-
one who has been killed or injured.
She’s also proud to be serving her coun-
try.
“Despite [the country’s] faults,” Birse
said.  “I am able to fight for change and
preserve the liberties that I would other-
wise take for granted.”
The Army has instituted 18-month
deployments for its reservists, and is
only required to give service members a
6-month break between deployments.
“I’m damn proud of her for serving,”
said Beth Tyler, Dean of Students.  “I’m
sorry she had to go back a second time.”
Birse is under an “indefinite leave of
absence”—the first student ever offi-
cially under that status.  The label will
now be, according to Tyler, used when-
ever a student gets called to duty.
“If you are going to ask people,”
Birse said.  “…particularly young peo-
ple, to fight and die for a plan, we need
to make sure that the plan has a begin-
ning and an ending, and that we have
exhausted all possible strategies to
gaining the same result as was before.”
Birse does not feel like things are get-
ting worse in Iraq.  “I would venture to
by LELAND HUMBERTSON
STAFF REPORTER
APR. 21-- The new Mohr Student Cen-
ter, a long-awaited addition to the Lake
Forest College Campus, will begin con-
struction this summer. 
“It’s about time,” commented Beth
Tyler, Dean of Students, on the project,
which was in the planning phases before
she arrived at the College three years
ago. 
The final push to begin construction
was provided by the donors and three
major trustee families.  Dean Tyler was
involved with the Student Center Advi-
sory Committee that met monthly and
worked with the project architects to
come up with the best design on a rela-
tively small budget of around $5 mil-
lion.  The building is scheduled to be
completed at the beginning of the 2006
spring semester.
“Durand was the social space before it
was renovated into the Art Institute,”
explained Tyler.  “Ever since that hap-
pened, we needed a replacement.”
Southside lounge was intended to be
that replacement in the interim, but its
success is questionable at best, said
Tyler.  
The first meeting of the Student Cen-
ter Advisory Committee was a brain-
storming session with the architect.  “We
decided early on that the theme for this
building should be recreational space
with less concentration on studying,”
said Tyler.  She said that she has noticed
that the library has become the social
scene on campus and that she would like
to see a building actually devoted to that
end.
The student center will be located
between Commons and the Library.  It
will be a separate building, but will con-
nect to Commons through a walkway.
Portions of Commons will also be reno-
vated during the construction; the Office
of Leadership and Community Involve-
ment (LCI) will be expanded into the
current faculty lounge, which will be
moved to the space occupied by Outta’
Here.  The lower level of Commons will
remain almost unchanged except for the
addition of a corridor between the coffee
shop and mail room.  
The student center will boast a snack
bar and deli, both alternatives to the cur-
rent food service.  Students will be able
to go outside and enjoy an outdoor patio
or stay indoors and play games such as
pool, air hockey, and table tennis.  Tyler
also hopes to contract a vendor so that
alcohol could be sold to students over
21.  She hopes to see a dance party every
Friday or Saturday night.
“I want it to be hoppin’!  It’s my fan-
tasy to have students want to stay on
campus instead of going home over the
weekends,” said Tyler.  She noted that
either contracting a DJ on a regular basis
or enlisting student DJ’s are options
being considered to this end.  
The groundbreaking ceremony for the
student center will take place on Wed-
nesday, April 27 starting around 12:30
p.m.  President Steve Schutt and several
of the trustee donors will make a few
brief remarks before the actual ground-
breaking. 
“There will be a drawing for some fun
prizes and some commemorative items
will be given away to students,” said
Irene Ratliff, Assistant Director of Mar-
keting and Communications. “Students
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The ground-breaking ceremony for the new Student Center took place on April 27. The Center, to be completed by the spring semester of 2006, will dramatically expand students’
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Marine Light Armored Vehicles come through a check point set up by Marines while they patrol the streets of Karabilah, Iraq.
by TOM JOHNS
STAFF REPORTER
FEB. 24-- President of the College
Stephen Schutt announced the
appointment of three new Deans –
Rami Levin, Janet McCracken and
DeJuran Richardson – and the creation
of a new office, the Center for Chica-
go Programs, last week. McCrack-
en, currently Chairperson of the Phi-
losophy Department, will be the Dean
of Faculty.  Richardson,
Professor of Mathematics,
will serve as an Associate
Dean and head the Learning
and Teaching Center. Levin,
head of the Music Depart-
ment, will be the Associate
Dean of Faculty and will
head the Chicago center.  
The new center is
part of the President’s com-
mitment to developing
stronger relations between
the campus and Chicago.
“[Chicago] is one of
the major strategic advan-
tages [Lake Forest College] has,” said
President Schutt.
In addition, it will have strong mar-
keting appeal. “The center will be
incredibly helpful in attracting bright
and talented students to the College in
the years ahead,”  said Schutt.
Levin, the accomplished composer
who “revitalized” the Music depart-
ment, will be the first Director of the
CCP.
Levin has put her stamp on the
Music Department in many ways,
including the establishment of the
Lake Forest Lyrica concert series,
which brings world-class musical tal-
ent to campus.  
Taking full advantage of Chicago
and everything it has to offer appears
to be the CCP’s role. Levin plans to
Photo by: Chris Jones
Janet McCracken takes on the job of Dean of Faculty. See Deans on page three
See Center on page three See Ratings on page two
by DANIEL KOLEN
MANAGING EDITOR
SEPT. 16-- With the acceptance rate
down, the applicant pool increasing,
and Lake Forest College moving up
in the rankings, the school’s
prospects for the future are looking
good.  
“There was a 20% increase in our
applicant pool from this year to last
year,” President Steve Schutt said
this past spring.  “This is the quick-
est growing applicant pool out of all
the ACM [Associated Colleges of
the Midwest] schools.”
Not only is the applicant pool
growing, but the grades Lake Forest
College is getting from sources such
as the Princeton Review give the
college nearly identical academic
ratings to Yale and Harvard.  
Both Ivy League schools were
given 94/100 by the Princeton
review, while Lake Forest College
received a 93.  The College also
received the highest possible mark
in Financial Aid with a 99, a 90 for
selectivity, and a 90 for Quality of
Life.
“I looked at the financial aid and
academic ratings,” said Maria
Siezer, freshman.  “I wanted a
school that had a lot of strong
departments, and the financial aid
was very important.  This school
[for me] was cheaper than any state
STUDENT GETS CALL TO SERVE ONE MONTH BEFORE HER GRADUATION IN 2003
For the love of her country
See Soldier on page two
by BENZ TEERANITAYATARN
STAFF REPORTER
NOV. 4-- A recently released survey
reveals that while 85% of first-year stu-
dents from 2003-4 believe that Lake
Forest College has strong academics,
only half of those surveyed say the Col-
lege has  strong community spirit. 
For two consecutive years, the
Administration has surveyed all first-
year students about their satisfaction
with the school.  
“This is a good way to take the tem-
perature of students at the end of their
first year,” said President Steve Schutt.
The survey polled 288 members of
the class of 2007. Conducted last
spring, it looked at academic experi-
ences, college facilities and services,
personal growth, and future goals. For
comparative purposes, updated ver-
sions of the survey will be administered
to first-year students every spring from
now on.
Naomi Wentworth, Associate Profes-
sor of Psychology and Director of Insti-
tutional Research, headed the develop-
ment and analytical divisions of this
survey. With her expertise, she was able
to develop these surveys with clarity,
punctuality, and without bias.
Students reported that they were very
satisfied with the availability of profes-
sors, class size, and the overall quality
of instruction.
“My professors treat me with the
utmost honor and respect,” said junior
Francis Filamor.  “I am glad to be able
to take advantage of my professors and
their time given to me. They always
seem to be there when I need them.”
Despite the positives of the profes-
sors, some students feel that their class-
mates are a problem.
“I’ve seen so many of my classmates
dozing off, left and right,” said fresh-
See Academics on page two
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Martin Luther King, Jr.’s visit to
Chicago is told through the memo-
ries of Bob Bullard, President of
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school.”
“It was fun to come here for the
Trustee’s visit day,” freshman
Megan French said. The Trustee’s
program invites the most “highly
qualified” prospective students to
campus for interviews and a trip into
the city. “They made a point in
bringing us to something fun in
Chicago.   I went to DePaul’s and it
seemed like they were pushing me
around and they didn’t know me.
The interviews at Lake Forest also
made the experience very person-
able.”
Fifty percent of the students who
received a Trustee’s scholarship
decided to attend Lake Forest
College.  Motzer was “very pleased”
with that number.
With the near 100% growth in the
applicant pool since 1998—1148 to
2282—the jump in the rankings, and
the continuing stress on maintaining
the 24-25% diversity percentage
(international students + students of
color), the college is building on its
success while staying true to its
base: small class size.
“Very few colleges have that many
students from a diverse back-
ground,” said Bill Motzer, Director
of Admissions.  Motzer also noted
that the school must work on retain-
ing its students.  With around 100
students transferring or dropping
out, current retention is around 90-
92%.”
“[Retaining students] is the kind of
thing where we have the potential to
do better with,” Motzer said.  “Dean
Tyler is doing a great job, and [reten-
tion] does take a while to change.”
Lake Forest College was rated sec-
ond for “Best Academic Bang for
Your Buck” and given the distinction
as one of the top 10 “Value
Colleges” in the nation by the
Princeton Review.  The school also
placed in the top 100 Liberal Arts
College by US News and World
Report and is a “College of
Distinction” on www.collegesofdis-
tinction.com.
There is, however, one problem:
over-admission.
This summer, the admissions
office admitted a class that was 17%
larger than the previous class.
“We weren’t expecting a class that
big, but more first-year students
decided to come here than we pre-
dicted,” Motzer said.  “With a more
competitive applicant pool, we pre-
dicted a lower percentage of the
applicants would decide to come
here.  The opposite happened.”
In 2003, 27.9% of the students
accepted enrolled at the college, but
in 2004, even with a “higher quali-
fied” class,  28.8% of the applicants
accepted enrolled.  Also, for the first
time in school history more than
2000 students applied at the college.
Residence hall space has contin-
ued to cramp as the former Red and
Black room in Blackstone - once
unoccupied study lounge, now hous-
es four students.
“I chose my room upon the notion
that the red and black room would be
empty,” said sophomore Diane
Reynolds.  “To me, it makes the
school look pretty bad, and I’m upset
with admissions.”
During this past summer, Dean of
Students, Beth Tyler, told the Stentor
that the increase in students would
affect the living spaces, reduce the
amount of people the College would
accept at the last minute, and
decrease the number of transfer stu-
dents.
Motzer reiterated what Tyler pre-
dicted: “One of the first things we
began to discuss was the Residence
Halls.  We did reduce the target for
transfers and didn’t take people at
the last minute.”
But two weeks ago, the once unoc-
cupied red and black room was
declared “permanent” housing for
the rest of the year.
“I’m very upset with admissions,
and it’s admissions’ fault that they
were not selective enough,”
Reynolds said.  “While this was a
problem for me, I am happy that the
popularity of the school has
increased.”
say that things are improving, slowly be
steadily,” she said.
Birse is stationed on the western side
of Baghdad, in the Sunni Triangle, near
the village of Nassar Wa Salam and
Kandari.  She does not know when she
will return to the College.
The toughest part about living in Iraq,
according to Birse, is getting acclimated
to the region.  Along with the language
barrier, there is also a “phenomenal”
cultural difference, according to her.
“Nothing prepares you for this
place,” Birse said.  “Adjusting to it is
definitely a hard thing to do.”
Despite the difficult living conditions,
she does not regret serving her country.
Birse said, “My mom always told
me—that instead of sitting around and
complaining—that if I didn’t like some-
thing, I should work to change it. And if
I loved something, I should work to pre-
serve it.  I love America.”
Birse’s tour of duty has ended, and
she  is now finishing her degree at Lake
Forest.
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man Luis Miguel Rios.  “I struggle to
keep my attention on the subject matter
of the class, but everyone looks so
peaceful, it’s hard not to do the same.” 
Students also expressed dissatisfac-
tion with the College’s computer and
library facilities.  This did not take into
account, however, the newly renovated
library and 24/7 cyber-café.   
“The computer and library facilities
of the school definitely deserve two
thumbs up. I’ve seen this part of the
school turn into a swan,” said senior
Alper Oz.  “It’s now a great place to
work and to study.”
Answering with letter grade estima-
tions to the question, “How will you do
this semester?” the overwhelming letter
grade that students chose in the spring
of 2003 was a B+. In 2004, the popular
grade became a B. 
Around 83% of first-year students
reported visiting Chicago for entertain-
ment, while 57.3% said they used the
city for an educational resource.  The
year prior only 47.1% reported to use
the city for an educational resource.
“Already I have used Chicago for
many [reasons].  It is a great [place] to
study, play, and more,” said freshman
Maulik Vaishnav.  “Chicago, without
doubt, [has a huge impact] in my satis-
faction with Lake Forest College.” 
RATINGS:
Point shy of
Harvard, Yale
Continued from front page
SOLDIER:
Call to duty
Continued from front page
ACADEMICS:
First-year survey
results positive
Continued from front page
16.5
percent of 2004 first-year 
students said LFC offers a
“top” notch education, over a
5% increase from 2003.
50.7
percent of 2004 students
recommend that LFC has
“good community spirit.”
84.8
percent of 2004 students
recommend that LFC is a
College with strong academ-
ics.
Other Survey Findings
by ALEX MARTINEZ
CONTRIBUTOR
OCT. 7-- The number of Latino stu-
dents at Lake Forest College has
increased by 50% since 2000. 
“I feel that I have been able to bond
with the Latino community here,”
said freshman Sandra Guerra.  “[The
community] has created a more com-
fortable environment for me.”
Since 2000, the number of Latinos
in colleges and universities and high-
er educational schools has skyrocket-
ed at a rate of 22%, as indicated by
the National Center for Education
Statistics.
“The Latino population has grown
steadily since my first year as a fresh-
man in 2002,” said junior Rene
Gomez.  “I remember when I was a
freshman I barely saw any Latino stu-
dents on campus, yet now there are a
fair amount.”
Without the ability to advertise a
large number of Latino students on
campus, Lake Forest College has not
been able to use statistics as a way to
attract Latinos to campus.
“At first I felt that there may not be
too many Latinos because of Lake
Forest’s past enrollment of having a
small number of Latino entrants,”
Guerra said.  “Yet I have been sur-
prised at the amount of Latinos that I
have come to know at Lake Forest.”
Salvador Alvarez, Aramark
employee, has worked for Lake For-
est College for a decade and has seen
a “slow rise” in the amount of Latino
students on campus.
“I am very happy to see [Latinos]
applying themselves to a higher edu-
cation,” Alvarez said.  “I have asked
[the Latino students] where I can look
for scholarships and how much
tuition is for certain institutions so
that one day my kids will [also] be
able to attend college.”
A Latino’s place of origin can
extend from Mexico to Central and
South America as well as the
Caribbean.  The different back-
grounds of Latinos hold unique
attributes that contribute to the Col-
lege setting.
“Even though we have an increase
in general of Latinos, we also have a
larger interest of members [in Latinos
Unidos] who are Non-Latino,”
Gomez said. “It’s amazing as a well
rounded society that others are
accepting of the differences that we
all have and that they have become
interested in the Latino Community
through Latinos Unidos.”
Graphic by: Daniel Kolen
Over the past six years, the applicant pool for the College has more than doubled in
size, making the school far more competitive. The top graph shows the number of
applicants each year. The bottom graph shows the acceptance rate each year.
Latino enrollment up 50%
Photo by: Elsi Rodriguez
Students celebrate week long Semana Latina with salsa dancing classes.
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will be able to view the architect’s ren-
derings of the new Student Center.”
Some of the raffle prizes will be a “name
an item” prize for which a student will
be able to commemoratively name some
part of the building.  There could also be
a prize of picking the first act to appear
on the new stage.  Following the recep-
tion will be an ice cream social where
students, faculty, and guests will be able
to make their own sundaes.
Students at Lake Forest College have
waited a long time for a space like the
new student center.  “I think that it is
going to be great and that it will be a
good addition to the campus,” said
freshman Caitlin Stephan. “We need
something that will provide modern
technology and a place that will benefit
all students and organizations on cam-
pus.”  
Other students are excited about the
prospect of more room on campus.
Freshman Kristen Cianelli said, “I think
it will be excellent to have more space
for students to go out, eat, and hang out.
It will mean less crowding.  And less
crowding is good when you’re trying to
study.”
Others were still optimistic, but a bit
more cautious.  “If they can accomplish
all of this by next spring I will be very
impressed…and excited,” said freshman
Grahame Harlow.
For more information and to see the
architect’s plans and renderings of the
building, see http://www.lakeforest.edu/
life/osa/newstudentcenter.asp.
expand Chicago-based courses
beyond First-Year Studies, so that
sophomores and juniors can have
more course selections that allow them
to benefit from the city. Levin also
spoke about expanding the internship
program. 
President Schutt sees a great deal of
potential for both the office and Levin.
“[The CCP] will serve to coordinate
and consolidate, in one entity, a num-
ber of different Chicago initiatives that
we have in place,” said President
Schutt. “Under Rami Levin, the future
for the Center for Chicago Programs is
very bright.”  
There will also be a Chicago Advi-
sory Committee (CAC), which will be
made up of faculty, staff, alumni and
leaders from Chicago cultural and
educational institutions. “[The CAC]
will explore new, exciting opportuni-
ties in Chicago that will enhance the
experiences of our student body,”
saidProfessorMichaelEbner, the chair
of the CAC. Levin will also be assist-
ed by Keri McCoy (‘03), who has
coordinated the Chicago-based FYS
courses since 2003.
For her part, Levin will teach one
course next fall, but does not antici-
pate teaching for the remaining three
years of her term as Associate Dean.
A new Dean of Faculty
After a prolonged search for former
Dean of Faculty (DOF) Steven
Galovich’s successor, the Chair of the
Philosophy Department, Janet
McCracken, will assume that role this
summer. “150 candidates applied for
the Dean’s job through a large inter-
viewing process,” said President
Schutt, “that was whittled down to
three finalists, and none of those three
seemed to be just right as the perma-
nent Dean.”
The appointment of McCracken has
drawbacks, as the popular instructor
will teach less. “[I will] probably be
teaching one course a year,” said
McCracken. It appears certain she will
continue to teach though throughout
her stint as DOF: “[I] would be miser-
able [if I could not teach],” McCrack-
en said.
McCracken will take the place of
Rand Smith, who, in stepping down as
interim DOF to return to the Politics
Department, is ending an eventful year
as the chief academic officer of the
faculty. 
“I’m very happy to go back to teach-
ing,” said Smith.
Dean Smith’s legacy will be felt
with major hires like  Professor to-be
Thomas Barilla, who will bolster the
English Department’s writing track. 
Richardson heads the Learning and
Teaching Center
English Professor Ben Goluboff will
step down as head of the Learning and
Teaching Center (LTC), making way
for Math Professor DeJuran Richard-
son. “DeJuran will bring a lot of ener-
gy and imagination,” McCracken said
of the new appointee. 
Richardson was the winner of the
Trustee Award for Excellence in
Teaching and Research in 2000. “I
often say that my teaching is very
much informed by my research activi-
ties,” he said. 
Richardson, who considers himself
primarily a teacher, was a principle
investigator in the African-American
Antiplatelet Stroke Prevention Study
conducted at over sixty hospitals
across the U.S. 
Like McCracken, he will continue
teaching one course per semester. “I
could not deny myself a component of
my professional life that brings me
such fulfillment and satisfaction,” he
said.
“Ben Goluboff and [his predecessor,
Professor of Economics] Carolyn Tut-
tle have been excellent LTC heads,”
said McCracken. “They have con-
tributed a lot of momentum [to the
office].”  She went on to say, “I think
DeJuran will be able to catch the
momentum of Carolyn and Ben.”
The appointments mean that three
seasoned educators will spend much
less time teaching. President Schutt
did not express concern over the net
loss in teaching muscle however, and
instead focused on the value of the
leadership the school would receive
from the distinguished trio. 
Counteracting the loss of McCrack-
en, Levin, and Richardson in the class-
room  is the end of Professor Goluboff
and Cynthia Hahn’s terms as Associate
Deans.
McCracken’s Role
McCracken, who served as an Asso-
ciate Dean under Galovich, is the cen-
terpiece appointment for Schutt. As
DOF, the entire faculty will report to
her.  
Despite McCracken’s dedication to
teaching, she considers the office of
DOF to be an equally effective way to
serve the Lake Forest community. “I
am a devoted servant of the College,
[and] I am motivated, in very large
part, by a sense of obligation and
duty,” she said. 
One of the tenets of this duty will be
increasing the College’s faculty to
counteract what she sees as the
school’s current too-large average
class size.
“[There was] a more rushed set of
hirings than we would have liked,”
said McCracken. “We certainly did
add a lot of adjuncts in the fall and
spring.”  
Despite this, McCracken does not
feel that the education of any students
was compromised. 
“[If we don’t have small classes] we
aren’t Lake Forest,” she said. “ I
understand that classes are bigger than
they ought to be. I see that as a tempo-
rary situation. It seems imperative that
we have more faculty soon.” 
President Schutt hopes the changes
help Lake Forest become “an even
better version of itself.” He is obvious-
ly thrilled with the prospect of
McCracken taking the reigns at a cru-
cial juncture. 
“Janet McCracken will be the leader
of the academic mission of the col-
lege,” said President Schutt. “She will
help make sure we’ll achieve all of the
academic goals we have now and will
come to have.”
George Speros will remain  Associ-
ate Provost and Dean of the Faculty
for International Studies.
by DAVID CANTOR-ECHOLS
NEWS EDITOR
DEC. 2-- Leaders from the College and
the city of Lake Forest are newly com-
mitted to improving town-gown rela-
tions. Many students and residents,
however, say that the two groups have a
long way to go.
“This isn’t really a college town,”
said junior John Luporini.  “I don’t
think [the town] likes the school.”
But President of the College Steve
Schutt has cultivated connections with
local political leaders such as Lake For-
est Mayor John E. Preschlack and
Superintendent of Lake Forest Public
schools, Harry Griffith.
“Good community relations,” Schutt
said, “demand a two-way street, of
course: the College has an obligation to
consider how our activities, capital
projects, etc. affect our neighbors, and
we must take steps to reduce negative
effects whenever possible.”
And now even The Stentor will play
a role in promoting relations as it will
be distributed in local businesses.
“We hope through such features like
a campus calendar, stories about local
businesses and events,” said Will Pitti-
nos, Editor in Chief of The Stentor, “we
can finally bridge the gap between the
college and the community.” 
“Economics is a huge concern,” said
Dean of Student Affairs Beth Tyler.  “I
think that students would be wise to
continue the kind of projects that [ex-
GA President] Matt Olson started last
year with the Lake Forest Chamber of
Commerce.  I feel good about what the
future brings in terms of that relation-
ship.  Students would benefit from
more involvement in town affairs.”   
Students agree that increased on-
campus and civic interaction between
the College and the local community
could create a stronger bond between
LFC and the city.
“If they knew more about the positive
things going on here they wouldn’t
think we were in an isolated bubble,”
said junior Mallori Thomas.
“It would be nice if people from the
town came to our performances and
events,” said Brandon Shook, sopho-
more.  “Maybe a student presence at
Lake Forest City Council meetings
could also help make the relationship
stronger.”
Lake Forest City Manager’s take
City Manager of Lake Forest, Bob
Kiely alumni, from ’79, said that the
rising property value drove a once
vibrant student population in the city of
Lake Forest away from living in the
city.  
Kiely said that students and the citi-
zens had a stronger bond when he was
a student at the college.  There were
fundraisers for the college, more stu-
dents living off-campus in the city of
Lake Forest, and school was “much
more involved with the town by virtue
of its presence.”
“Students were also viewed as some-
what of a nuisance by the town because
of the lower drinking age,” Kiely said.
“There was much more student interac-
tion with the community in places like
The Lantern and in bars in Highwood.”
What the students think
Some students feel the “postcard-
beautiful” nature of the City of Lake
Forest inhibits their behavior, prevent-
ing them from using the city like a clas-
sic college town.  
“I don’t think the town likes us
because we’re loud and rowdy,” Shook
said.  “They close all the shops really
early and we stay out late.  If I’m hun-
gry after nine there’s nowhere to go.”  
Junior Chy’na Nellon agreed, and
stated that “the town isn’t exactly invit-
ing to students.” 
Freshman Leland Humbertson also
noted a lack of evening entertainment
and dining options in Lake Forest.
“The town usually shuts down at
night and there’s not much to do,” said
Humbertson. “There are things to do on
campus but it would be nice if there
was something to do later at night in
town.”
While Luporini thinks that the town
opposes a lot of things that students
would want, such as fast food restau-
rants closer to the College, he also
believes that characteristics of town-
gown relations in Lake Forest are better
than those existing elsewhere.
“We don’t really have as much to do
with our town as other schools and I
don’t think that’s going to change,”
continued Luporini.  “But I don’t think
the relationship is unhealthy…I think
the relationship is actually pretty good.”
President of the College, Steve
Schutt also believes the College and the
City have a strong relationship.
The town’s response
“The College enjoys strong support
from many individual neighbors who
regularly attend campus events and oth-
erwise keep up with our accomplish-
ments,” Schutt said.  
Local business owners believe that
student involvement in the affairs of
municipal government and business is
important.  They also cite student work-
ers and patronage as an important part
of their business.
“[The relationship between the town
and the school] hasn’t changed a ton
over the years,” said Cara Garrison, co-
owner of the Forest Bootery.  “I don’t
think it’s weak at all though.  We’re
proud that the college is located here
and students are working for us.  The
merchants in town are very busy people
but we are more than willing to reach
out to students who are interested in the
kind of work we do.” 
Garrison also welcomed students to
attend Historic Market Square Associa-
tion meetings to learn more about what
local business owners are doing.
While some municipal-collegiate
contact occurs through cultural events
on campus and in the community, the
majority of interaction between the
College and the city comes through
economic relationships created by both
student patronage and employment at
local stores.
Mary Lee Helander, owner of
Helander’s Stationers and a lifelong
resident of Lake Forest, echoed the
desire for increased interaction between
the College and the local community. 
“Since the school is sort of nestled in
the east side of town we don’t really see
a whole lot of it,” Helander said.
“Another way to create more interac-
tion between the College and the school
might be to increase advertisement of
College events open to the public.  That
might make the town feel more wel-
come.”
Helander also noted that the Col-
lege’s presence in the town could be
stronger.  
“I’ve lived here my whole life and I
haven’t seen any big change.  One thing
that has changed though is that the
school’s homecoming parade used to
go through the town.  I thought that was
nice because it gave us a glimpse of the
school.  I miss that.”
Other residents of the city also
believe that the College is an important
asset to the community.  
“I love the College,” said Lake Forest
resident Nancy Jones.  “I’ve taken
classes [there] and I sometimes go to
the concerts and sporting events.  [The
College] is a gift to our community.”
Barbara Seaman, who lives near the
College, praised the kindness of Lake
Forest students who offered to help her
husband clear snow from their drive-
way a number of years ago.
“I have lived in Lake Forest for fifty-
six years and have always enjoyed liv-
ing near the campus,” said Seaman.
“There was a big snowstorm not too
long ago and some students from the
College offered to help my husband
clear the driveway.  That was very
touching.”
City Manager Kiely believes that stu-
dents should take full advantage of
what the residents of Lake Forest can
do for them.
“What we need is a formal mecha-
nism to keep the communication
going,” Kiely said.  “Students simply
need to reach out.  The resources are
there…The administrative relationship
has been great, especially with the new
renovations taking place on campus.”
Kiely said, “The coming challenge
will be bringing students into the mix.”
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Town, College working for brighter future
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Postcard or Playground?: Students acknowledge Lake Forest’s beauty, but many question whether the town makes any effort to provide students with entertainment.
DEANS:
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new DOFs
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DeJuran Richardson will take on the Associ-
ate Dean position in charge of the Learning
and Teaching Center.
Photo courtesy of: Rami Levin
Rami Levin will be the Associate Dean in
charge of the new Chicago Center.
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College students and townspeople have long interacted at places like The Lantern.
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To be com-
pleted in
Spring 2006
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Dear Editor,
Now that I have spent a few weeks
on campus, I can look back on the
demanding, yet exciting time of
applying to Lake Forest College. Dur-
ing senior year, high school became
monotonous, and looking forward to
college was the only reason most
soon-to-be college freshmen woke up
in the morning. 
This excitement, however, also had
its fair share of stress. Writing the
paper for my academic scholarship
consumed more time than essays for
my AP English class, and stressing
out over the interview became my
new extra-curricular activity.  But
throughout this madness, I found the
admissions staff very helpful. No mat-
ter when I called, and it was very
often, the admissions staff recognized
me by name, which helped calm my
fears about my application accidental-
ly getting tossed into a paper shredder.
After sending multiple forms and
essays in, there was nothing I could
do but await the acceptance letter. 
The first thing I did every day after
school was to check the mail, and
after doing this for a month and a half,
the letter finally came. With my heart
racing, I opened it up and noticed that
the first word was congratulations. I
got in! Throughout the very stressful
time, the admissions staff was very
helpful, and I can only hope things go
this smoothly when I apply to gradu-
ate school.
- Irina Bartnovsky, ‘08
September 9, 2004
Dear Editor:
Back in the “glory days” of Lake
Forest College (1893) our mascot was
not a giant rat nicknamed the
“Forester Bear” but rather an embodi-
ment of Lake Forest values manifest-
ing itself in the form of a bulldog
named Sir Bartemus. More than just a
dog, Sir Bartemus represented the true
spirt of Lake Forest College by wear-
ing a bowler hat and a cape. 
We are assembling a petition
requesting that the Administration
purchase a bulldog and return the
noble canine, mascot of LFC, to his
rightful place, patrolling Middle
Campus for vandals and vagrants and
restoring our faith in America.
- The founders of the Bring Back Sir
Bartemus Coalition (BBSBC) 
Drake LaMonica, Mike Winand, ‘07
Michah Ariel, Alex Honnet ‘08
February 17, 2005
Dear Editor,
In the last issue of The Stentor,
there was an opinions article on how
bad the food is on campus.  Now, I’m
not going to pretend that the food on
campus is by any means gourmet, but
really, it is not that bad. 
I have been to cafeterias at IIT and
Loyola, and I must ensure you, that
compared to theirs, we have a four
star restaurant.   
Understandably, food over the
weekend is not great. However, I
would argue that it is still consider-
ably better than the food at other
schools.  
Additionally, Aramark has every-
thing budgeted out.  After all, they are
a business, and they are trying to
come up with a profit. 
Despite this though, what they give
us is really pretty good, and in gener-
al, there are a lot of options.  Earlier in
the week, a Professor was telling me
that when he was in college, you had
a single entree to choose from.  We
have much more than that.  
Yummy.
- Ethan Helm, ‘07
February 24, 2005
Dear Editor,
I come from a public school of two
thousand students. Our building was
finally renovated to fit our size last
year; unfortunately, the teacher budg-
et was not. My average class size
was about forty students with some
kids sitting at lab tables or crammed
around a tiny table found in the back
storage areas. Teachers told stories
of embarrassing parent-teacher con-
ferences when they couldn’t remem-
ber who the student concerned was.
One of the things I was most looking
forward to when coming to Lake For-
est was finally getting the small class
sizes necessary to have real interac-
tive education. Not that we didn’t
participate at my school, oh no, we
just had to vie for the teacher’s atten-
tion to say something. So, relieved to
arrive finally at a place where every-
one could express themselves fully, I
sat down at my first class. And no
one said anything. I thought it might
be because we were all new, but it has
yet to change. Why doesn’t anyone
here talk? We really should.
-Ellen Jefferys-White, ‘08
October 28, 2004
Dear Editor:
Do you ever get in a rut at school
and wonder how you will ever sur-
vive the grind of clubs and classes for
four years without going absolutely
stir crazy? If so, I would suggest you
look into studying abroad.
I have been fortunate enough to
experience two abroad programs.
Last spring I traveled to Greece with
LFC’s Greece and Turkey Program;
and this fall I am studying in the third
world country of Niger with Boston
University.
What happens when you are
abroad?  
Well, besides getting an in depth
tour of really amazing sites without
feeling like a lame tourist, you soon
realize how savvy and worldly a per-
son you are.  Oh, and that you have
deep insights on the most mundane
United States foreign policies.
In both in Greece and Niger (diffi-
cult countries to compare), my abroad
experience has been a rigorous test of
student survival.  If you ever thought
crossing Sheridan inebriated at night
was difficult, try avoiding herds of
cows, potholes or swerving mopeds in
broad daylight.  In Niger, it is only
necessary to pay a minimal fee to be
accepted for a drivers license.  No
training.  And from my experiences
on the Athenian streets, Greece seems
to have held similar driving stan-
dards.
Niger has most definitely been a
larger jolt to my system than Greece
was.  Granted, while studying in
Greece, you have the pressure to find
a hostel to sleep in every night; but
you have the convenience of all-night
accessible kiosks that sell Snickers.
One never goes hungry in Greece.
Now, in Niger, the tale is a little dif-
ferent.
On the United Nations Human
Development Index, Niger is most
recently charted as 176 out of 177.
Natural resources, such as water and
food are highly scarce.  Boston
University provides for its students
more than adequately, but even that is
nowhere near close to Western stan-
dards of comfort.  I have become veg-
etarian out of necessity because most
of my meals consist simply of rice
and peanut sauce.  Sounds appetiz-
ing?  Try eating that every meal for
four months.
Do not take my depressing statistic
to heart, I am having a blast in Niger.
The people of this country are truly
amazing individuals.  An average
Nigerien citizen speaks four lan-
guages fluently (and I thought master-
ing French was a difficult task!)
Women can pound millet, hold their
baby and have beignets balanced on
their head all at the same time.  I have
a difficult time walking in the caf.
without dropping my tray.
By studying abroad, you discover
new depths of yourself under the
influence of a different environment.
It has not mattered my placement, the
Grande Mosquée or a Mediterranean
bar, I have discovered that humans
everywhere share the same needs.
And that lesson alone is one that can
not be realized in the classroom.  If
for no other purpose, studying abroad
will make you appreciative the safe,
academic harboring community of
Lake Forest, and your parents nag-
ging phone calls about your future. 
–Lindsay Palaima ’06
December 2, 2004
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Admission to College:
Demanding and Exciting
“Please, sir.  I want
s’more.”
Time to Return to the
Glory Days
THE STENTOR always welcomes let-
ters from readers; students, profes-
sors, alumni, parents, and other sub-
scribers alike. Letters must include
the writer’s name and class or
address and phone number. Any let-
ters may be shortened to fit the space
required.
Send all letters to opinions@lfc.edu
or drop them off at THE STENTOR’S
office.
The main goal of The Stentor over the past year has
been to make each issue better than the last in order to pro-
vide the campus with a publication worth reading. The sto-
ries are of higher quality and have dealt with more signifi-
cant subject matters. We now print on a larger, more profes-
sional size paper and we have refused to deviate from our
publication schedule—a Stentor first.   
Recently, we received several awards from the Illinois
College Press Association in Overall Quality, Sports
Reporting, and  Sports Columnist, among others; this
would have been unthinkable one year ago. After we made
the decision to distribute The Stentor off-campus, Lake
Forest townspeople have been “proud” of our publication.
Over thirty people from around the country have registered
for subscriptions to The Stentor.
This year has been a success in many ways.  The Stentor
is now considered a journal of record for the College com-
munity
We have our problems
From the first issue of The Stentor to our final, twenty-
second issue, only two editors out of the eleven on staff are
still in the positions in which they started.  We have no one
remaining in their original position on the Editorial Board.
Many of our major contributors for the various sections
have stopped writing.  Although we have encountered these
problems, The Stentor is proud that it has dealt with adver-
sity and overcome many of the challenges it has faced.
Still, there have been times this year that we have print-
ed stories that did not go through all the proper journalistic
checks.  There have been times that we have unintentional-
ly printed misleading or false information.  For these times,
we apologize, and we pledge that next year we will check
all of our sources, we will make sure we do not mislead our
readers, and we will have increased accountability on staff
so facts will be checked thoroughly.
Did we make mistakes this past year?  Yes.  But as the
year wore on, we had fewer occurrences of printing incom-
plete or inaccurate information.  We were also in the
process of turning a publication that had little, if any, cred-
ibility into a quality publication.  
Systems established
Two years ago, every staff member inherited the prej-
udice that The Stentor was an eyesore to the campus com-
munity that turned away prospective students.  Last year we
created an effective copy editing system; last year showed
the first glimmers of hope that The Stentor could be an
award-winning publication.  
We began this year with a new constitution, a new Edito-
rial Board, and a new perspective on how the paper should
run.  We solidified and clarified the roles of everyone on
staff, so we knew what the Layout Editor, Managing Edi-
tor, and Section Editors were supposed to cover.  These
foundational system innovations allowed The Stentor to
grow from eight, to ten, and eventually to twelve pages.  
Future of the publication
Next fall, we proudly welcome Will Pittinos and Lindsey
McCurdy back to The Stentor as the Editor in Chief and
Managing Editor, respectively.  We have also hired the
same News, Features, and Sports editors and will retain our
Publisher and Business Manager from this past year.
While many people will be in the same role that they are
currently serving, we accepted most editors on a condition-
al basis: that they must have an assistant.  The News Editor
was the first editor under our new system to have an assis-
tant, and with this extra help, News was able to expand to
five pages and have more hard-hitting stories.  With every-
one having an Assistant next year, we hope that the head
editors—including Business Manager and Publisher—will
be able to do their job more effectively with less stress. 
The size of our paper has been described as “unwieldy,”
so we plan on having a narrower paper that is the same size
in height and width as the Chicago Tribune.  We also plan
on  increasing advertisements so that we can compensate
our staff in the amount they truly deserve.  Another goal of
ours is being more involved with the planning of campus
events and Lake Forest community outreach.
Next year you will also notice that we will have an A sec-
tion and a B section.  The A section will contain News and
Opinions and be 8-10 pages, while the B section will have
Features, Variety, and Sports and be 4-8 pages.  At the very
least, The Stentor will be the same size as this past year.
The News section will have an increased U.S. and World
news section that will contain a Page Two Columnist and
more in-depth reporting.  The Sports section will have more
features stories about the coaches and players.  The Opin-
ion section will have more pictures and be more selective
in what gets printed.  The Features section, like all other
sections, will also undergo changes that are yet to be deter-
mined.  
We are also fighting to print every issue in color so we
can be on a level playing field with the other award-win-
ning Illinois college newspapers.
Thank you
We would like to thank our reporters, the College, the
students, and our subscribers for supporting The Stentor
through writing solicited articles, submitting letters to the
editor, providing solid monetary backing, and giving us
feedback be it negative or positive.  We are grateful for
everyone’s support and welcome all comments over the
summer to improve our publication for next year.
College: idealism versus pragmatism
Moving Forward Speak up!
Journeys abroad give
new perspective
Graphic by: Rene Gomez
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Transfer students have a very unique
place in a college. Like freshmen, trans-
fer students come into a new school set-
ting not knowing many other students,
unfamiliar with the campus, and not
knowing where they will fit in.  
Unlike freshmen, however, transfer
students have some experience of col-
lege life and tend to have a better idea of
what they want to get out of college. I
know; I’m one of them.
One year ago, I transferred to Lake
Forest from Bard College, a small, liber-
al arts college on the banks of the Hud-
son River in my home state of New York.
If there is anything I really miss about
Bard, it is the people. I miss all those
crazy nicotine-addicted, tofu-loving lib-
erals. I miss how much people there
actually cared about what was going on
outside of our isolated campus.  I
remember one occasion during all of the
protests over the proposed invasion of
Iraq when several students stole the
American flag from the flagpole and
posted flyers that it would not be
returned until President Bush revoked
his plan to invade.  In response to this,
other students pointed out that the flag
represents what we make it represent.  In
this case, our flag represented our
protest.
Do not take this to mean that there was
no diversity of thought at Bard; there
most certainly was.  The difference I
have found between Bard and Lake For-
est, however, is that the diversity was
embraced, welcomed, discussed.  And it
was not only diversity in thought at Bard,
there were people of all different reli-
gions (Christianity, Buddhism, Wicca,
atheism), sexualities (gay, straight, bi,
poly), political affiliations (democrat,
republican, liberal, anarchist), diets
(vegan, kosher, vegetarian, and meat-
lovers), and cultures.
All of these differences were explored
in the classroom as well as in the multi-
tude of clubs, organizations and events.
The Ladies’Misbehavior Society, People
Eating Tasty Animals (PETA), Beers for
Queers, and several organizations dedi-
cated to human rights and humanitarian
efforts are just a sampling.  Not to men-
tion Drag Race (previously Ménage), the
best yearly all-campus party ever.  Liquid
latex, pasties, and people unashamedly
dressing as the opposite gender – no
school has anything to beat it.
And while every school has its share
of slackers, most of the students were
really passionate about what they were
learning, and the professors were equally
passionate about what they were teach-
ing.  I still keep in touch with some of my
professors from Bard, even though I’ve
been gone for nearly two years.
For all that I love and miss Bard, I will
admit it had its flaws, which is how I
ended up here, writing this.  The major
drawback of Bard was its cost. Without
giving specifics, I will say that it cost
more than fifteen times what I am cur-
rently paying to attend Lake Forest. I
could barely afford it while I was there,
and after my dad was laid off, it was
impossible. I spent a semester trying to
decide what to do next, and in my search,
I found Lake Forest.
Moving from upstate New York to
Chicago was a big change (except for the
weather).  I’ve never lived near such a
large city, or been to a school that was
within walking distance of…anything,
really.  Bard was a twenty-minute drive
and $2 in tolls from the closest grocery
store. I would have never thought to
move to Chicago on my own, but since I
moved here, I can’t imagine being any-
where else. I love the culture, I love the
people, I love the city. 
The access I have to the “real world” at
Lake Forest College is the primary rea-
son I am so glad I ended up here. Talking
to my friends back at Bard who are get-
ting ready to graduate, I realize that Bard,
for all that it is a great school, really does-
n’t prepare its students to get jobs or do
much besides become starving artists
after graduation. To Lake Forest’s credit,
I have been to several job interviews in
the past few months and have made
many connections due to the school’s
resources and its proximity to Chicago. 
I realize that if I was still at Bard right
now, finishing up my senior project to
get my BA in Medieval Studies, I would
not be nearly as likely to have any real
plan after graduation. 
Having to leave Bard was awful, and I
still miss it.  However, my attitude has
been that there is a reason for everything.
In my case, that turned out to be true. At
Bard, I learned what it means to be crazy,
liberal, feminist, activist, outspoken,
open-minded, and passionate. Bard
helped establish who I am.  
At Lake Forest, I have seen myself in
the context of the real world, with people
who vehemently disagree with me, peo-
ple who are completely apathetic, and
people who are everywhere in between. 
As much as I would love to live in the
isolated dream world that was Bard, that
is not an option for someone like me who
wants to go out into the real world and
make an impact.
Christina Bello was the Chief Copy
Editor for The Stentor in the Spring
Semester of 2005.
THE STENTOR is a student publication
printed weekly throughout the academic
year. All editorials are the opinion of the
editorial board of THE STENTOR and do
not represent the opinions of Lake Forest
College, its students, faculty or employ-
ees. All opposite-editorials are the opin-
ion of the writer and do not reflect the
opinions of THE STENTOR or Lake Forest
College.
For questions or concerns regarding con-
tent please contact William Pittinos at
editor@lfc.edu or (847) 735-5215.
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Each February, Lake Forest alumna Bob Bullardbrings a special book to his students at the LakeForest Country Day School for Black History
Month. It is his personal signed copy of Martin Luther
King Jr.’s book Strength to Love. What makes the book
so special to Bullard is the story behind it. 
Bullard, who graduated from Lake Forest College in
1968, spent his summers and free weekends in the mid-
sixties working for Lilace Reid Barnes. Barnes was the
owner and resident of Glen Rowan House, before it
became a part of the Lake Forest Campus. 
Bullard would often butler at Barnes’ dinner parties
that included many important faces from around the
nation and world. Barnes, who was known to help any-
one in need, including students from the College,
would often invite Bullard to sit in on the party once his
work was done. “She was like my mother away from
home,” said Bullard.
Barnes was always ready to involve the community
in her world. Among her many socially active roles,
she was the first female alderman in Lake Forest, the
first female trustee at the College, as well as the official
sponsor for international students that came to campus.
She never married and lived only with her Scottish
maid for company. 
“She was a dynamic woman,” Bullard remembers,
“nothing flashy about her. You could even catch her, in
her sixties, jumping around the ravine with her
Springer spaniels.” It was her work as the president of
the YWCA (Young Women’s Christian Association)
that drew Martin Luther King Jr. to visit her. 
When King moved into Chicago tenant housing in
the summer of 1966, a year and a half before his assas-
sination, with a push to finally institute discrimination-
free open housing and education, many on both sides
of the race issue were concerned. 
Arthur Miller, the Lake Forest College Archivist and
head of the Library’s special collections said, “King
encountered more opposition in the North than expect-
ed.” Conservatives in the Chicago land area were hesi-
tant about the visit, and did not want King to make any
waves this far north, while liberals were concerned for
King’s safety. 
Barnes, a liberal Democrat, who “stood out in this
town full of Republicans” remarked Bullard, was
unphased by the situation and invited King to a small
dinner party. King’s visit to Barnes’ home turned out to
be his only visit to Lake County and the North Shore,
making it a stand out event for liberals around the area. 
Bullard was not present at the dinner, but was affect-
ed by King’s presence soon after. “I was in [Barnes’]
library one day. She would feature books that she was
reading at the time. On a stand was King’s book. I
couldn’t resist, I picked it up.” Barnes entered the room
and she and Bullard spoke about the book, finding
King’s legendary signature .
Bullard graduated from Lake Forest and continued
with his life, and is currently the head of secondary
school placement at the Lake Forest Country Day
School and President of the Lake Forest/Lake Bluff
Historical Society. All along, he remained good friends
with Barnes as the years passed. “She was a very
important person in my life,” said Bullard. 
When Barnes died in 1990 at the age of ninety, Bullard
came to pay his last respects to his longtime friend. “She
was barely coherent, but she came to life and pointed to
her bedside table,” recalls Bullard. There, Bullard found
King’s book, Barnes’ final gift to him. It was something
she wanted him to have because he had shown so much
interest in it all those years ago. When Bullard returned
home and paged through the book, he found King’s sig-
nature next to Barnes’.
Barnes’ special gift not only helps Bullard to relay the
importance of King’s groundbreaking civil rights work to
his students, but it also helps him remember Barnes, a
great friend that touched so many individual lives, includ-
ing his own. “She was a remarkable woman.”
A visit not forgotten
by ELLEN JEFFERYS-WHITE
STAFF REPORTER
February 17, 2005
“Hello, hello,” Professor Clayton
Gray exclaims as he walks about cam-
pus. One of Lake Forest College’s most
gregarious professors, Gray currently
teaches German and Italian.  Most stu-
dents recognize Gray, but few know
such a simple fact as where he is from.
“It’s a game I like to play. I ask,
‘Judging by how I speak English,
where do you think I’m from?’” said
Professor Gray.  “Lots guess [Eng-
land], or some former British colony.
That is true, a former British colony –
I’m from North Carolina.”
Growing up in North Carolina, Gray
was subjected to segregation in school. 
“By law, they had to be segregated,
students and teachers,” Gray recalled.
“When I left the South, I was very
bitter toward whites. Nothing physical
ever happened to me, but psychologi-
cally I was almost destroyed,” Gray
said about segregation. “I was a very
sensitive child, and I saw all the stuff I
couldn’t do, and I began to candidly
hate whites.”
It was during a break from Universi-
ty of Colorado that Gray began to
adopt a different view. He was not
going home for the break, and his
friend’s Caucasian wife, offered to let
him stay with them in Kansas. When
he stayed there, he was treated like a
member of the family. 
Gray recalled a moment in which she
demonstrated her trust: “[Later], she
asked me to take care of her thirteen-
month-old, me, a single bachelor. She
was an unbelievable soul.”  
After these experiences, he realized
“race has nothing to do with it, people
are people.”
“I have gone through hell to reach
the philosophy I have now,” Gray said,
laughingly, as he reflected on his own
experiences with racism. “I can truly
say that I hate no one; there are some
people I don’t want to be around, but I
hate no one.”
Not only did Gray have to deal with
segregation throughout his childhood,
but he also had significant medical
problems. 
“I was the fifteenth of sixteen chil-
dren. Of the sixteen, only ten made it to
adulthood,” Gray said. “They didn’t
think I would survive; I had rickets. I
can still almost taste the cod-liver oil
they used to make me drink.”
“I’ve always treasured learning,”
Professor Gray said. “My mother said,
‘If you got it in your head, they can
never take it away from you.’” 
Professor Gray did his undergradu-
ate work at Fisk University in
Nashville, Tenn., a predominately
African-American school often
referred to as the “Black Harvard.” 
It was at Fisk that he discovered his
love of languages. 
He then studied at the University of
Colorado and at the Freie University of
Berlin, which was in Western Germany
at the time, and the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley. 
He also did a year of post-graduate
work at Leiden University in the
Netherlands.
Gray came to Lake Forest in 1977
and over the years has taught many
subjects other than German and Italian,
such as comparative literature, linguis-
tics, Dutch and English as tutorials, and
tutored students in French and Spanish.Image courtesy of: Professor Gray
Clayton Gray chairs the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures.
Professor overcomes more than language barriers
Graphic by: Chris Jones
Coffee and close
company are crucial to
an adequate holiday at
home. Although this
kind of caffeine is easy
to attain and is inex-
pensive, it is only suc-
cessful and significant,
it seems, if it is coupled with the other.
Fortunately for me, my friends are awe-
some and coffee-sessions are a common
occurrence.
It’s often after-hours when we cram
ourselves into some crumbling car and
speed, carefree, towards some twenty-
four-hour, all-night diner – Denny’s,
undoubtedly, or maybe The
Manor...actually, anything except
Around the Clock would work well.
Around the Clock is one such spot still
serving coffee after eleven. It is, howev-
er, haunted; the same specters settle in
the smoking section, evening after
evening, as shadows shrouded by the
thick cigarette smoke. Some seem aim-
less and lost and others only wander,
wailing; these souls are those that
haven’t yet escaped their suburban bonds
and, in affect, are as apparitions, appear-
ing and reappearing regularly.
And that’s not even the scary part.
As colleges across the country spit out
their students for the spring or summer,
our suburb becomes buzzing with bored
twenty-somethings. Around the Clock is
close, offers coffee, and is open almost
all evening; suddenly, every booth is
bursting with burger-eating benefactors.
These “academics” assemble alongside
those who haunt this hot spot habitually
and this combination creates a crowded,
chaotic climate. In affect, the waitstaff is
stressed, table-space is timed, and a cup
of coffee costs a cruel $2.50.
Being spotted by someone with whom
we walked our high school hallways,
however, scares me enough to avoid
even venturing near it. Anytime I enter
that eatery, I am suddenly surrounded on
every side by casual acquaintances –
someones who had severed themselves
several years earlier yet seem “excited”
to see me again. They’re pretending,
probably, as they are under obvious obli-
gation to say something and appear
polite. 
Such contrived conversations make
me cringe uncontrollably. 
Instead of accepting the assumption
that I’m anti-social, I have called my dis-
comfort into question; why do I despise
seeing somebodies – those specters still
stuck in the suburbs or those students
with all sorts of stories – so much? What
is it about ex-acquaintances, whose com-
pany was of former consequence, that
makes me want to hide behind my coffee
cup?
It didn’t occur to me until two weeks
ago today. As I typed some stubborn
story, a familiar voice flew from my back
porch; it was an ancient ally of mine,
some swell soul. I initially hid, however,
hoping he hadn’t known I was home. He
has asked to see me and, of course, I
cringed, considering the conversation
that was fated to follow.
As our ramblings unraveled, however,
our interchange turned intelligent and
interesting. I had asked him if he still saw
“the guys” that he hung with in high
school. “I dunno man; maybe every so
often,” was his answer. “It’s been too
long. They’ve all done their thing and
I’ve done mine, I guess. It’s just not the
same anymore; it really can’t be. We’ve
all changed.”
Suddenly, I saw how he had also
changed – more mature, maybe, or more
meditative – and I saw how I had
changed as well; I suppose this progress
is positive even though it disentangles a
depressing truth. 
I suppose some of these spooks and
students assume we haven’t changed;
however, we have all developed sepa-
rately and in different directions. With
distance, we differ and something about
seeing these somebodies after such a
stretch seems sort of sad, as if forcing
discourse will bring us back together.
Sadly, it can’t. Dismal as it is, I imagine
that this is why such contrived conversa-
tions make me cringe.
I should invite my reestablished ally to
Around the Clock with me; we could
witness time and distance’s effect togeth-
er and have a sipping-session as, of
course you know, coffee and close com-
pany are crucial to an adequate holiday at
home.
Dane!
That’s the Gist!
Of coffee
and
change
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Giving nationals the broom
HANDBALL SWEEPS: MEN’S, WOMEN’S AND COMBINED TEAMS WIN NATIONAL TITLES
Photos by: Robbie Burda
Under the watchful eye of Head Coach Mike Dau, the Lake Forest College handball team won the men’s, women’s, and combined titles at the United States Handball Association (USHA) National Collegiate Tournament.
The doubles team of Carly Stickles and Danielle White lost the Open Doubles final 21-12, 21-16, but earned All-American honors for their efforts. Michelle White won the Women’s B Singles final 21-6, 21-8, and ten
Forester women advanced to the quarterfinals in their respective divisions. For the men, Mike Mehilos lost the B Singles final 21-13, 21-8, 11-1, while nine Forester men qualified for their respective quarterfinal rounds.
The victories marked the 25th, 26th, and 27th national championships for Lake Forest since 1969, and the tenth combined title since the men’s and women’s teams merged in 1981.
October 2004
As the Novem-
ber election
approaches, I’ve
been giving
some serious
thought to the dilemma facing me:
who the heck deserves my vote?
The way I see it (as a cynic liberal
who is currently disillusioned with
the entire political climate), it really
doesn’t matter which candidate wins
the upcoming vote. All in all, my
daily life will not be mightily swayed
by the shifting political winds. In
fact, I’ll probably notice little to no
change whatsoever during the next
four years (except perhaps hearing a
speech that is semi-coherent). 
But don’t let my apathy be miscon-
strued. I do care what happens in our
country, and I do think that one of the
two candidates could lead our nation
to goals that are more in line with my
beliefs. The problem lies in the fact
that I feel more and more as though
the elections are a “six of one, half-
dozen of the other”-type scenario.
Both candidates already have the
support of the main body of their
party, so the swing vote lies with the
conservative liberals and the liberal
conservatives. Both candidates want
all of these people to vote for them,
so both candidates tailor their cam-
paigns to emphasize similar values.
The end result of all this political
posturing is a campaign season in
which two candidates end up sound-
ing almost identical, and we are
reduced to squabbling over whether
Poland was forgotten or if we passed
the global SAT tests. This is my first
chance to vote for a president, and
I’m already feeling like it won’t
REALLY make a big difference
either way.
So, in light of my feelings, I have
come to a decision: I will concentrate
my voting powers on a single candi-
date. This candidate isn’t running for
president, or the House, or even the
Senate; he isn’t a judge or a school
official; he isn’t even a county clerk.
No one knows if this candidate will
serve a four-year, ten-year, or even
hundred-year term, because his last
run lasted forty years and he never
made it to the top.
All right, enough about politics—
on to the sports.  My candidate is the
Montreashington Exponators.
It finally happened. After all the
years of dismal attendance and the
yard-sale of talent, the ownerless
Montreal Expos are packing up and
leaving town for good. The team is
off to Washington DC, to become the
Washington Players-to-be-Named-
Later. It really is a fitting title for a
franchise that is owned by the league
itself—a team that has given away
Pedro Martinez, Larry Walker and
Vlad Guerrero—and hasn’t seen the
World Series in forty years. 
The Washington PTBNL’s will
play their first three seasons in RFK
Stadium, which hasn’t seen pro base-
ball in three decades. They may or
may not continue to be owned
by…every other owner in baseball (a
quick side note – how does anyone
think that a team can be run by the
competition? Are you telling me that
the owners of the Marlins, Braves,
Phillies and Mets are looking to
improve Montreal/Washington’s
competitiveness? I don’t think so),
but likely will be sold before the
beginning of next year.
Washington will provide an inter-
esting look at the strength of baseball
around the country when the season
opens, because who knows how
many fans will go to an outdated sta-
dium to watch a sub-par team play?
However, it won’t be hard to outdo
Montreal—the Expos were drawing
fewer fans to their home games than
were sitting on roofs across from
Wrigley Field. 
I believe that the Washington fran-
chise will succeed. I believe that it
will prosper in a new environment
that is close to the center of American
politics, and we might even see the
Senators in some playoff races in the
near future. Of course, the previous
Senators only won one championship
in their long history, but that’s
besides the point.
For these reasons, and for your
children’s baseball future, I’m asking
you to vote for the PTBNL’s this
November.
Joe Meixell
This election 
season, my vote
goes to the Senators
by LOGAN DICK
STAFF REPORTER
OCT. 28-- It is a time-honored football
adage that “offense wins games, but
defense wins championships.” Indeed,
among all championship teams at virtu-
ally all levels, one would be hard-
pressed to find one with a questionable
defense. A team’s defense, as any foot-
ball aficionado can tell you, will take the
pressure off of their offense and make
scoring points immeasurably easier.
Similarly, a team’s defensive coordina-
tor can take the pressure off of their head
coach and allow him to run the overall
production more effectively.
Given the Lake Forest College foot-
ball program’s recent run of success, it is
no surprise that much credit is given to
Brent Becker, who is in his second sea-
son as the Foresters’ defensive coordi-
nator. Since arriving here, Coach Beck-
er has quickly established himself as a
proven coach and a valuable part of the
Lake Forest athletic community.
Becker, who grew up in rural Prince-
ton, Illinois, attended Midwest Confer-
ence rival Knox College, where he
majored in education and played foot-
ball. Upon graduating in 1998, Becker
decided to stay involved with the foot-
ball program, at least temporarily, as a
graduate assistant coach. Halfway into
his first season coaching the Prairie
Fire’s linebackers, he decided to make a
career out of coaching football.
“I had a lot of great coaches in high
school and college, and I wanted to give
something back,” Becker explained. “I
didn’t think I could walk away from the
game.”  
His commitment to a coaching career
led Becker around the Midwest for the
last five years, as he saw stints at
Greenville College (1999-2000) and
Saginaw Valley State University (2001-
02) before landing at Lake Forest.
Forester head coach Chad Eisele, who
graduated from Knox before Becker and
also served as a graduate assistant there,
had identified Becker as a quality coach
when he first took over at Lake Forest.  
“I tried to hire him twice—that should
tell you how much I think of him,” Eise-
le said, explaining that Becker chose to
pursue his Master’s degree while coach-
ing at Saginaw Valley instead of accept-
ing his first offer. When Eisele came
calling again, in 2002, Becker decided
to return to the Midwest Conference and
the NCAA’s Division III. “He’s a very
bright coach,” Eisele said, “and a
tremendous recruiter, which, at this
level, you have to be.”
Becker was brought to Lake Forest
with the understanding that he would
run the 3-4 defense that Coach Eisele
has always favored. According to Beck-
er, the 3-4 makes for a “very fun defense
to play.” He described it as “an attack-
ing, aggressive style that’s well-suited to
our personnel,” and pointed out that the
defending Super Bowl champion New
England Patriots also use the 3-4, with
obvious success. Last season, Becker
debuted by leading his squad into the
national rankings; Lake Forest finished
as the 23rd-best overall defense and the
15th-best rushing defense in Division
III. 
Becker’s players echo Eisele’s praise
for his coaching abilities. “As far as
football knowledge goes, he was a god-
send to our team,” said senior defensive
lineman Nick Waite. “Since he’s been
here, our attitude has been that we’re the
best defense in the conference.”  The
statistics justify this attitude, as the
Foresters have allowed the fewest points
in the conference since 2003. Waite also
praised Becker’s fairness in his relation-
ships with players, stating that, while the
coach issues firm correctives for mis-
takes, “he’s also the first to let you know
when you do something right.”
In addition to Becker’s work on the
football field, he has taken the initiative
to involve the College in a volunteer
tutoring program at North Chicago’s
Katzenmeier Elementary School. Short-
ly after he arrived here, Becker met
Reverend Gordon Butcher of the Lake
Forest Presbyterian Church, who
informed him of the school’s Reading
Power program and suggested that
Becker encourage his players to volun-
teer. Becker did just that in the spring of
2003, and soon decided not to limit the
volunteering to the football program.
Last spring, Becker estimates twenty to
twenty-five athletes made regular trips
to North Chicago—one of the area’s
poorest school districts economically—
to spend a few hours helping elementary
school students with their reading.
Among those who tutored was Waite,
who says that he is “very thankful that
[Becker] was around to get me involved
in the reading program—that was a big
deal for me.” 
Coach Becker himself has also put his
educational background to use for
Reading Power, tutoring virtually every
week in the spring semester. The pro-
gram’s director, Dr. Mary Jane Hender,
praised Becker’s reliability and his com-
mitment to the students. “Coach Becker
has been very helpful—he is a person
who does what he says he will do,”
Hender explained. “The College should
be proud to have such a fine role model
for its athletes.”
At the time this piece was written,
Brent Becker was the Defensive Coach.
He was recently promoted to the Head
Coach for the 2005 Football season.
Coach Becker a great asset
by CATHY CARROLL
CONTRIBUTOR
NOV. 18-- This fall season was one of
the most successful in all of Forester
athletic history. The sports teams won
over seventy percent of their contests
overall, and in conference play won
seventy-five percent. 
Even more amazing is how the
teams performed at home events, win-
ning more than eighty-five percent of
all contests held at Lake Forest Col-
lege. These wins, and even the losses,
were made even more special when
the athletes were able to look into the
stands and see who it was they were
playing for, the fans.
The 2004 season marked the first
year of the Forester Fanatics, a group
created as a joint venture between
Athletic Council and the Forester
Athletic Network (FAN) Club. The
goal of the Fanatics is to increase on-
campus school spirit, for athletics as
well as the College itself, by support-
ing the school’s sports teams. The
group is also trying to create a real
community that includes both athletes
and non-athletes alike.
Like many of the activities on the
Lake Forest campus, sports do not
always get the support that they
deserve. For a College that complains
about not having enough events to
attend, athletics have been seeing bare
bleachers and empty stands for years.
The Fanatics seek to change that. The
group not only wants to create a sense
of pride and spirit, but also to reward
those people that do encourage athlet-
ics by creating a community of fans.
In the past months, the Forester
Fanatics were able to participate in
special events at home athletic com-
petitions that included pizza parties,
making caramel apples, and contests
both between games and at half-
times.
In the future, Fanatic events will
include a luau, free cookies and hot
chocolate, a puck shoot, and bus
transportation to away games. This
weekend, the Fanatics will be out to
support the opening of basketball sea-
son with a pizza party and knock-out
contest on Saturday in the Sports
Center in between the women’s and
men’s basketball games.
After a membership drive at the
start of the semester, and through the
end of the fall sports season, the
organization is proud to have more
than one hundred Fanatics in its
ranks. However, they are not willing
to stop there. New members are
always welcome, and students will be
able to sign up to become a Forester
Fanatic both this and next week, out-
side of the cafeteria. Membership
costs only $10, and is rewarded with a
Forester Fanatic t-shirt, a megaphone,
and access to all Fanatic exclusive
events.
What makes the Forester Fanatics
so important to the College is that
they are not limited to athletes, but
open to anybody that wants to feel a
sense of community and instill some
pride back into Lake Forest College.
Forester Fanatics give
sports newfound spirit
Photo by: Karen Hermann
The Forester Fanatics helped to bring a new enthusiasm to Lake Forest athletics.
Photo by: Karen Hermann
Coach Becker’s 3-4 defense has consistently kept Lake Forest among the top defensive units in Division III.
                  
